
 

Welcome to Worship at 
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

STORY CITY, IOWA 
November 20, 2016 

 

 
Our Mission 

Building Strong Relationships in Christ, 
And Making Him Known to All 

 
 

 
 

604 Lafayette Avenue 
Story City, Iowa 

515.733.4972 
 

Website - www.immanuelstorycity.org 
E-mail - immanuel@iowatelecom.net 

 
Regular Church Office Hours: 

Monday-Thursday: 8:30 A.M. - 12:00 P.M., 1:00 - 4:00 P.M. 
Friday: 8:30 A.M. - 12:00 P.M. 

Ministers – All Members 
Kurt Jensen, Pastor 

Tom Hunt, Visitation Pastor 
Zachary Bauknecht, Youth & Education Ministry Coordinator  

 

Christ the King Sunday            November 20, 2016 

We Prepare to Meet God 

 Prelude                                                     

 Opening Hymn “All Creatures of Our God and King” (vv. 1,2,5)   No.63   

 Prayer     

 Time for Greeting 

 Announcements  

 Special Music       Kingdom Kids 

 Children's Message  

 Who's Got the Bag?        Mary Ruppel        
 

We Witness God’s Saving Grace through Holy Baptism 
 Baptismal Anthem          “Baptized in Water”              Senior Choir                      

 Sacrament of Holy Baptism                              (see bulletin insert) 
 

We Hear God’s Word  
Lesson - Colossians 1:13-20 

 

13 
For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and 

brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 
14 

in whom we have 
redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
 

15 
The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all 

creation. 
16 

For in him all things were created: things in heaven and 
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 
authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. 
17 

He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 
18 

And he 
is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the 
firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have 
the supremacy. 

19 
For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell 

in him, 
20 

and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether 
things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his 
blood, shed on the cross. 
 

Gospel - Luke 23:33-43 
 

 

33 
When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him 

there, along with the criminals—one on his right, the other on his left. 
34 

Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they 
are doing.” And they divided up his clothes by casting lots. 
 



Organist: Emily Anderson 

Senior Choir Director: Susan Amensen 

Kingdom Kids Director: Nicole Engelhardt  

Ushers: Tim & Tami Marienau, David & Kathy Quam, Jeff & Charlotte Loots 

Greeters: Gayle & Sierra Tate 

Reader: Marian Olive 

Candlelighter: Ava Charlson 

Sound Engineer: Craig Sargent 

35 
The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. 

They said, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is God’s 
Messiah, the Chosen One.” 
36 

The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine 
vinegar 

37 
and said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.” 

 

38 
There was a written notice above him, which read: THIS IS THE KING 

OF THE JEWS. 
 

39 
One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t 

you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 
 

40 
But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, 

“since you are under the same sentence? 
41 

We are punished justly, 
for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done 
nothing wrong.” 
 

42 
Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 

kingdom.” 
 

43 
Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 

paradise.” 
 

We Respond to God’s Blessings 

 Offering 

  Offertory                        “We Are An Offering”               (on screen) 
 

We Hear God’s Word Proclaimed in Song and Word                                                                                     

 Senior Choir Anthem        “Majestic Holy One”        by Cindy Berry 
 

 Sermon             “What Kind of King is This?”           Pastor Jensen 
                     

 Hymn                  “What Wondrous Love is This”                No. 314 
 

 

We Receive God’s Promise to Go with us into Daily Life 

 Prayers of Praise and Intercession 

 The Lord's Prayer 

 Benediction 

 Closing Hymn                            “He Lives”                         No. 368               

 Postlude 

Visitors: A special welcome to our guests today!  
 

Attendance last Sunday: 275 
 

Baptized today is Josie Joan Reifschneider, daughter of Chad & 
Brittni Reifschneider. Josie's sponsors are Josh & Cami Hennings, 
and Maci Hamdorf. Please remember this new child of God and her 
family in your prayers.  
 

A short service of Holy Communion will take place following our 
worship today. Please come and be seated in the front pews. 
 

Newsletter. Please turn any last minute announcements or articles 
into the church office by 1 P.M. tomorrow! We will be printing the 
December Newsletter tomorrow afternoon. If you would like to help us 
fold this Tuesday morning at 10 A.M., we should be done within an 
hour. Meet in the church workroom (right next to the church office).  
 

Flowers. The flowers in the sanctuary are from the memorial service 
of Muriel Stone which took place in the chapel yesterday. Muriel's 
daughter, Daphne Thompson, would like to thank family and friends 
who attended and the church for providing the space for the service.  
 

The ushers handed out a half sheet of paper that gives you an 
opportunity to express what it is you are thankful for this holiday 
season. This is for ANY age, any one! We will collect the responses 
and use them in the Thanksgiving Day service. You should not 
include any names (yours or any other person). Reverent humor, 
the truth of a young person (you can help them fill it out too) is all very 
valid. Your deacons thought you would enjoy a way to express thanks 
to God in this way. Just return it in the collection plate, or you can 
give to one of the deacons or pastor after the service.  
 

Immanuel's Third Annual Christmas Tea and Bazaar will be in 
conjunction with the Story City Tour of Homes on Saturday, 
December 3 from 11 A.M. to 2 P.M. Please fill out the green insert in 
your bulletin if you'd like to volunteer, and return the insert to the 
church office or the basket on the welcome table.  
 

Gift for Pastor Anenson. Yesterday, we presented a plaque to 
Pastor Anenson in honor of his 34 years of ministry at Immanuel. In 
addition to the individual gifts that people made, the Church Council 
also gave the Anensons $7500 to use for travel or whatever they 
wish. Thank you to everyone who helped honor the Anensons as they 
move to Ankeny! 



Happy Birthday to Margaret Thompson who celebrates her 96
th
 

birthday, and also to Esther Wicks who celebrates her 103
rd

 birthday 
this week!  
 

Christmas Angel Gift Program. Immanuel is once again 
participating in the Angel Gift Program. Gift tags with a listing of a gift 
or urgent need for a specific child in our community are available in 
the narthex. If you’d like to participate, please pick a tag and follow 
the directions on the tag. Gifts must be returned to the church by 
Thursday, December 8 so that they can be distributed to the families 
the following week. Anyone not wanting to shop, but wanting to 
contribute, please give your donations to the church office. We have 
church members who will shop for those unable to do so. Thank you 
to Corine Nordeen, Jackie Skaar, and Susan Kinyon for 
volunteering to be "extra shoppers", and for sorting the gifts 
once returned to the church. 
 

Wheelchair Pushers Needed. Immanuel is responsible for providing 
wheelchair pushers at Bethany Manor for the worship service each  
Sunday during the month of December. The wheelchair pushers need 
to be at the Bethany Manor Chapel by 9:20 A.M. and will be done by 
10:45 or 11:00 A.M. A sign up sheet is posted on the narthex bulletin 
board. At least five people are needed each week. 
 

Thanksgiving Service Greeters. Immanuel's Thanksgiving Day 
Festival Worship service will be this Thursday, November 24 at 9:30 
A.M. We are in need of Greeters for this service. Please contact the 
church office if you are able to greet for this service. Thank you! 
 

Yulefest Tree Lighting. Join others from our community downtown 
Friday night at 5:15 as we sing Christmas carols and sip hot 
chocolate before Mayor Jensen flips the light switch illuminating the 
Christmas tree! Following the tree lighting the Story City Fire 
Department will host their annual chili supper from 5-7 P.M. 
 

You’re invited to “Deck the Halls” and join us after the worship 
service next Sunday to trim our Christmas tree and decorate the 
sanctuary! We hope you can join us in celebrating the glorious beauty 
of the Advent season! 

 

National Youth Workers Convention. Thank you for your thoughts 
and prayers as I attended the N.Y.W.C. It was a great convention full 
of many great things! I can't wait to share about it when I am back in 
Story City!     - Zachary 
 

Need a book or have a book? Check out the new Little Library 
Box under the evergreen tree (outside the front entrances). Thank 
you to Immanuel's Library Board for completing this project! 
 

New Member Classes have been postponed until January. We will 
also schedule a New Member Sunday at the conclusion of these 
classes at a later date. 
 

Christmas Cantata. The Senior Choir invites any singers from the 
congregation to join them for rehearsals for their Christmas Cantata 
(to be performed on Sunday, December 11 during worship). 
Rehearsals are on Wednesday nights from 7 to 8 P.M. 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church in Ellsworth will host Nashville recording 
artist Olivia Dvorak on Friday, December 2 at 7:00 P.M. This Holiday 
concert will feature traditional Christmas music along with some of 
Olivia's own songs to create a delightful night of preparing us for the 
holidays. A free-will donation will be taken, and CD's and 
merchandise will be available for purchase. 
 

Holiday Cookie Walk. St. Petri in Story City has done the baking for 
you! Join us on December 3 (9 A.M. to noon) and pick up all the 
cookies, candies, gift jar mixes, and crafts you need for the holiday 
season! 
 

Service and Program Copies. If you'd like a CD audio copy of the 
worship service or a DVD of the October 23 worship service and 
reception (Pastor Anenson's last Sunday), you may request one from 
the church office. 
 

Immanuel Transition Team. At the direction of the Church Council, 
the Deacons have assembled a Transition Team to help discern our 
next steps as a congregation. Many thanks to those who have agreed 
to serve on this important team as we move into the future that God 
has for us. The team includes: Joel Danielson (team leader), Tammy 
Hansen, Justin Hanson, Cathy Isebrand, Jillian Lykins, Roger 
Oakland, and Patty Rathmacher.  
 

The primary task of this team is to listen to the congregation and the 
Holy Spirit to craft a picture of who we are as the people of Immanuel, 
what specific mission God has us on, and what it will take for us to 
accomplish that mission, including future staff configuration. There 
may be some overlap between this group and an eventual call 
committee, should we be led in that direction as a congregation. If 
you have questions or thoughts to share about our transition, please 
contact any member of the team or Pastor Kurt. 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Middle and High School Youth Activities 
 
 

FAMILY Ice Skating Event at the ISU Ice Arena 
Thank You to all the Youth and Families who joined us for  

skating last week!  It was such a fun time. 
 

PLANET WISDOM 
6th-12th Graders, if you have signed up for this event and still  

haven't paid yet, please do so this week.  The cost is $54. 
 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
Have a safe and wonderful time with your families this week  
during the Thanksgiving holiday. Take time to reflect on all  

that God has done for you and thank Him!  
Blessings to you and yours this Thanksgiving.  God is Good! 

 

November 20-November 27, 2016 
Worship & Study Opportunities at Immanuel 

 

Sunday, November 20 Christ the King Sunday      
         8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 

8:30 A.M. Sunday School  
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship 
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 
10:30 A.M. Service of Holy Communion 
4:00 P.M. Piano Recital (Sanctuary) (Emily Anderson's students) 

 

Monday, November 21 Newsletter Printing Day 
 

Tuesday, November 22 Newsletter Folding/Mailing Day 
9:30 A.M. Staff Meeting 
10:00 A.M. Folding Newsletter (Church Work Room) 

 

Wednesday, November 23 
 7:00 P.M. Senior Choir 

 

Thursday, November 24     Thanksgiving Day-Church Office Closed 

 9:30 A.M. Thanksgiving Festival Worship Service 
 11:30 A.M. Social Hall reserved until 4:30 P.M. 
 

Friday, November 25    Church Office Closed 
 

Saturday, November 26 
 8:00 A.M. Men of Immanuel 
  

Sunday, November 27   First Sunday of Advent 
         8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 

8:30 A.M. Sunday School  
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship 
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 
10:30 A.M. Decorating the Christmas Tree 
 

As a congregation, let’s be in prayer for: 
 

- our Transition Team as they begin their work of 
helping us discern our identity, mission, and next steps 

as a congregation 
 

-all those who are grieving or experiencing  
hardship and loss 

 
 
 
 

We praise God for: 
-holding together and reconciling all things to  

Himself through Christ 
-reigning over the world with justice and love 

 
 


